
writing folders that 
help keep their 

writing resources 
organized.  A big 

shout out to our 
1st and 2nd grade 
teachers for teach-

ing the skills and 
providing the sup-

ports necessary for 
students to learn to 
be independent 

writers.  
 As we pre-

pare for the 
ELPAC we’d like 

to give a shout 
out to Miss Lang-
don for preparing 

her students to 
listen effectively 

and take notes on 
a foldable.  Stu-
dents were played 

a recording 
straight from 

their science book 
and have been 
taught explicitly 

how to take notes in 
order to be able to 

retell the infor-
mation. We also 
saw this strategy 

being used in Mrs. 
Vanderwall’s. Keep 

up the good work. 
 As we near 
our testing date, 

continue to plan 
strategic lessons 

that will prepare 
our kids for the 
ELPAC test.  
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Upcoming 
Events: 

 2/12/18–No 

School, Happy b 

 2/13/18— 2nd 

grade ELPAC Cali-

bration 

 2/14/18—K-1 

ELPAC Calibration 

 2/14/18—

Valentine’s Day  

 2/14/18—PBIS 

Mtg. 

 2/16/18– El Mon-

te Counselor 

Presentations to 

5th grade @ 9:00 

AM  
 

Classroom Visits:  

 As we visited 

classes this week we 
observed students en-
gaging in the writing 

process.  Students 
used technology to 
publish their stories.  

In both 1st and 2nd 
grade students have 



Kinder STEM Lab:  

 Miss Rangel’s class has been learn-
ing the Structure and Function of the 

Human Body with Project Lead The Way 
curriculum.  They were able to touch real 
bone models and x-rays, learn about the 

stomach, and make inflatable lungs.  
They also painted a diagram of all the 
bones in their hands and learned how 

great it is to have many bones in your fin-
gers to pick up pegs. What a wonderful 
hands-on unit!        -Patrice   

Coaches Corner:  
 Every Extended PD is intended to 

optimize and promote student achieve-
ment and excellence. This week’s PD was 

a third edition on Close Reading. Teach-
ers across the district in grade levels were 
able to cross collaborate, share student 

work, and experiences with Close Read-
ing. Each site had valuable findings and 
work that was shared. 4th grade from 

Golden Valley shared Close Reading doc-
uments for different lexile levels. If any 

fourth grade teachers would be interested 
in those documents, I can print or share 
them. 3rd grade from Palm School shared 

ideas from Ready Common Core and ex-
tended an invitation to one of our 3rd 
grade teachers into her classroom for a 

demo lesson! The saying is true, “ The 
most valuable resource that all teachers 

have is each other. Without collaboration 
our growth is limited to our own perspec-
tives.” Some of our teachers have had the 

opportunity to visit other sites and ob-
serve. Let’s not forget, you can also do 

peer observations here at our very own 
site as well. If you and a partner or team 
want to observe one another for lessons 

or ideas, we can make it happen. We can 
count on each other too! 
                    – Christina Gonzalez 

  K-2 Coaches Corner: 

 This Tuesday we had our Extended 
PD at Golden Valley.  This time was dedi-

cated to refining our RIRA skills.  Teach-
ers   and coaches worked together to de-



velop and plan effective RIRA lessons.  It 

will be exciting to see these lessons in ac-
tion!  Thank you to all the dedicated 

teachers that shared their time and exper-
tise during our collaboration.   
       -Beth and Erin 

#Teamwork #OneDistrict 

College Thursday: 

 This Thursday students learned 
more about San Francisco State Univer-

sity. The University is a large four-year, 
public school with 30,500 students en-

rolled. This institution was originated in 
1899 and is one of the 21 schools 
and colleges located in San Francisco, 

Ca. San Francisco State University has 83 
academic departments and programs. 
It awards bachelors and master’s degrees 

in 115 areas of specialization. The most 
popular concentrations are Management, 

Business, Communication, Journalism, 
Education, English and Literature. Please 
visit http://www.sfsu.edu/ for more infor-

mation on San Francisco State University. 
Career Friday: 

 Our Career Friday video showcased 
the job descriptions and duties that emer-
gency dispatcher carry on a daily basis. 

Emergency dispatchers operate radio, tele-
phone, or computer equipment at emer-
gency response centers. They receive re-

ports from the public of crimes, disturb-
ances, fires, and medical or police emer-

gencies. In addition, emergency dispatch-
ers relay information to law enforcement 
and emergency response personnel and 

stay in contact with callers until respond-
ers arrive. Most importantly, dispatchers 

determine the type of emergency, its loca-
tion and the response needed. They also 
give medical instructions or advice on how 

to stay safe until help arrives. Dispatchers 
monitor and track emergency vehicles, co-
ordinate responses with other local com-

munication centers, and keep detailed rec-
ords of calls. Dispatchers generally need a 

high school diploma, U.S. citizenship, and 

dispatcher certification. Candidates 

may be required to pass a typing test, 
background check, drug tests, lie de-

tector, and hearing and vision tests. 



2nd Grade Field Trip: 

 Our 2nd Graders had the pleasure 
of going to see Charlotte's Web at the 

Enchanted Playhouse today.  What a 
fun experience seeing literature come to 
life! Thank you to those who have 

helped us fundraise to make this trip 
possible! It is definitely something our 

students will never forget!     

3rd Grade Cabbage Donation: 
 Spring has sprung in third grade! 

Today all third grade students received a 
cabbage plant to take home and plant in 

their family garden.  Students were giv-
en information on how to care for their 
plants and monitor the growth.  After 8-

10 weeks we should all have yummy, 
giant cabbage to eat!  Students may 
even submit a picture of their cabbage 

for a chance to win a $1,000 scholarship 
and statewide recognition.  Thank you 

to Bonnie plants for the donation for do-
nating these plants for the third year in 

a row!  

Have a fabulous three day 
weekend! 

-  Mrs. Cerda 

Lunchtime Litter Patrol: 

 Our Lunchtime Litter Patrol kicked 
off this week with a group of students who 

have taken it upon themselves to help out 
with campus beautification. The students 

help Mrs. Andrade collect trash while patrol-
ling during lunch recess. Combine that with 
some students completing their community 

service and our campus is looking pretty 

spiffy! Keep up the good work Wildcats!  

 


